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The last few months have been busy behind the scenes for Art.Trade — so much so that the
Newsletter has been delayed.

The election of a new Federal Government has caused the Art.Trade Board to revisit some of
the issues that were settled under the previous government (such as a resale royalty scheme) or
where we see opportunities emerging for new government policy.

We therefore plan to have an Art.Trade delegation from the Board to meet the Minister for the
Arts (Peter Garrett), his advisers and senior officials. We have made some initial approaches
and hope to arrange meetings in the next few months.

Input from Art.Trade members on the issues that interest them would be welcome. We will
shortly be sending a list of key issues on which the Board is seeking your comment — please feel
free to add any others that you think are important.

Comments received from this survey of members will guide the way that Art.Trade presents its
views to the Minster.

The Art.Trade AGM will be held this year in Darwin on Friday 15 August from 10.00 am to 1.00
pm. Further details will be contained in the next Newsletter and in the papers for the meeting
(sent to all members).

The Board considered several possible locations but has returned to the practice of previous
years of holding the AGM in Darwin at a time close to the Telstra art awards (the opening this
year is on Friday evening 15 August 2008).

By holding the AGM on the Friday morning we should minimize clashes with other events in
Darwin and leave open the possibility of holding a one-hour public event from 2 to 3 pm (still to
be decided). Please put the AGM in your diaries now!

A number of Art.Trade members pledged
to donate a portion of the proceeds from
sale of works in the Lawson Menzies
auction in November 2007. It appears that
nearly $8000 was earned for Art.Trade at
the auction; the exact amount will be
known when pledges are finalized.

Art.Trade thanks Lawson Menzies
(particularly Adrian Newstead and Kerry
Williams) for their generous help — and of
course the generosity of our members
who contributed works and pledges.

Collaborative work submitted to the auction
by Japingka Gallery.

Artists: Biddee Baadjo, Janie Lee, Jewess
James, Penny K-Lyons & Willie Kew.
‘Desert Country - Kurlyayi to Nyirla’ 2006
174cm x 114cm.

Acrylic on canvas

As a result of fundraising activities over
the last few years, Art.Trade is reasonably
secure in its finances for the moment and
the Board is developing proposals for use
of some of those funds.



Over the last nine months the Art.Trade Board has been focused mainly on policy matters, whether it is the Senate
Inquiry, development of the NAVA Code or the policy changes that may come from a new Federal government. Drawing
all of this together is a draft Corporate Plan for Art.Trade which will shortly be circulated to members for information and
comment.

High on the list of priorities for the Plan is increased communication and services to Members. The Board acknowledges
that this has not been one of the strengths of Art.Trade. It is always difficult for a small volunteer Board to cover all of the
tasks, but we are conscious that it is not possible to widen the Association’s membership base until we are able to
deliver more for our existing members.

The Board believes that the most important function of Art.Trade is to act as coherent advocate of ethical trade in
Aboriginal art — that is after all the mission of the Association. We have therefore put most of our effort into presenting
Art. Trade’s views to government and policy forums.

But we also need to communicate better with members and to increase their involvement. One way to do this is through
a more regular Newsletter and more active Web site. Another is to provide to members a brochure about Art.Trade for
them to use in promoting themselves to their clients. This brochure is being developed now and will be ready by June. It
will contain a summary of Art.Trade, what we do and our code of conduct.

We are also considering holding one or two meetings in a capital city for members and others — the first perhaps in
Brisbane or Melbourne.
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Desert Mob events in Alice Springs are later this year than in previous years.
The Desart symposium will be on Friday 26 September, the market on 27
September and the Desert Mob exhibition will open on the afternoon of
Sunday 28 September 2008.

The Cultural Ministers Council of Commonwealth, State and Territory
ministers met in Canberra on February 29 2008. The new Commonwealth
Minister announced extra funding of $1.3 million to provide 24 Indigenous art
centres with infrastructure, training and marketing support. Half of it is going
to a single new centre, Arts Northern Rivers in NSW, for a survey and
marketing project. Staff housing is also being provided at Warakurna.
Aboriginal art auction (6.30pm Tuesday April 8) at Mossgreen, 310 Toorak
Road South Yarra VIC, complied by Shane Dennison of Christie Dennison —
includes the collection of Violet Sheno, past Treasurer and foundation
member of Art.Trade

Exhibition by Samantha Hobson entitted “Ngaayu Aalmana Ngaachi
Ngatangku — Growing Up with Country” opening on Wednesday 9 April at
Vivien Anderson Gallery (closes 9 May).

A GreenGallery Guide has been released by the Australian Conservation
Foundation. It is an initiative of the Foundation in collaboration with the
Australian Commercial Galleries Association. The Guide aims to help gallery
owners and managers to identify changes that will save energy and water and
reduce waste.

Exhibition "Cultural Connections - The Mowanjum artists of the Kimberley"
opens on 28 March showcasing works of the Mowanjum people from the west
Kimberley, plus bush weaves by Nyoongah bush sculptor Janine McAullay
Bott working in collaboration with master weaver Seiji Konishi from the
Kawashima Textile School, Kyoto, Japan. Showing at the Atwell Art Centre
Gallery, Cnr Northlake Road & Canning Hwy, Alfred Cove WA until 6 April.

A presentation of 35 artworks depicting the famous Kurrir Kurrir corroboree
emanating from a series of visitations described by the late Rover Thomas is
being showcased in selected exhibitions in Europe from May 2008 and some
works will be offered in the GAIA S.A.S. Auction in Paris on 27" May. Others
will be available from Our Land Gallery in Kununurra. A 2 year project, with
some of the artists represented having participated in the dancing of this
Ceremony.
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New versions of the Indigenous Australian Commercial Code of Conduct and
Guidelines have been prepared by NAVA and their consultant. However, the Code still
requires finalisation of the sections relating to the Code Administration Committee and
the compliance and sanctions processes. This is part of the second stage of
development.

NAVA has been seeking further funding for the second stage. Delays in securing
funding have delayed progress on the Code, but NAVA is now advertising for a staff
person to take responsibility for the second stage.

In the hope that the draft Code would be ready for public release by now, NAVA in
2007 organised a few activities that will go ahead but without the Code being finalized.

Martin Wardrop, the President of Art.Trade had been invited to give a short session on
“Ethical Buying” at the first forum “Buying Art the Right Way”. It was to be held in
Sydney as part of Arts Law Week, but was unfortunately cancelled. Martin is willing to
conduct the session at the Art.Trade AGM or the proposed public seminar.

The Melbourne forum which is scheduled for May has yet to be confirmed.
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Art.Trade has received a number of applications to become Members of the
Association over the last year. The Board decided to delay processing applications
until membership issues were discussed at the AGM in 2007 and the process was
reviewed by the Board. The Board apologizes to those individuals and organizations
whose applications were delayed in this review process.

At its meeting on 19 March 2008, the Board approved two new Members:

Central Art — Aboriginal Art Store in Alice Springs. Central Art was established
in 2004 by Sabine Haider and husband John McEwen and with the support of
Ada Bird Petyarre; and

Bamanga Bubu Ngadimunku Inc of Mossman, north Queensland. They are
gallery and tour operators who run the Kuku Yalanji Dreamtime Walks and
have won awards for cultural tourism. Their Art Gallery/Visitor Centre stocks
locally produced Aboriginal Art and artefacts.

The Art.Trade Board has endorsed a more systematic process for handling new
membership applications, using a set of standard emails/letters that are consistent
with our constitution. For the time being no application fee will be charged.

The initial Art.Trade response to an application will describe how applications are
processed. The applicant will be told that the process takes a minimum of two months
and a maximum of three months. Once an application is received, the Secretary will
send an email to existing Art.Trade members containing the description by the
applicant of him/herself and asking for a reply within 14 days - no reply will be taken to
mean no objection.

The Secretary will then send a summary to Art.Trade Board members of any
responses or comments and the Board will then make a decision, using the criteria set
out in the Constitution, if necessary having a discussion via a Board teleconference.

Once a decision is made the Secretary will write to the applicant informing him/her of
the result of their application. Payment of membership fees will then fall due for that
financial year (to be credited to the following financial year's membership if approval is
given after 1 April).

Calendar

AGM
Friday 15" Aug 2008
Darwin 10.00 am

25" Telstra Art Award
Natsiaa Silver Jubilee
Friday 15" Aug 08
Darwin 6pm

Desert Mob
Friday 26" Sept 08
Alice Springs

Mossgreen Auction-
Aboriginal Art
Tue 8™ April 08
Melbourne

Samantha Hobson
Exhibition
Wed 9™ Apr - 9" May 08
Vivien Anderson Gallery

Lawson~Menzies
Auction - Australian &
Aboriginal Art
18" & 19" June 08
Sydney

Shapiro Auction —
Aboriginal Art
TBA — June 08

Sotheby’'s Auction-
Aboriginal Art
TBA — October 08
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